
Welcome to the first print edition of The 
BCM Essentials! In this quarterly newsletter, we’ll share with you stories of the 
people and groups working with the Board of Cooperative Ministries. And by the 
way, these people, these groups . . . they’re you! We hope you’ll find this 
newsletter informative and inspirational as together we grow in faith, love, and 
hope, following Jesus in serving the world.

The Southern Province of the Moravian Church has a rich history of offering 
meaningful religious education for members through its Lay Seminary program. 
Together, we’ve grown in our faith and made an impact on those searching for a 

deeper relationship with God. We appreciate very much the work of past 
planning committees and the presenters who shared a wealth of wisdom 

and expertise. We are especially grateful to Mallie Graham and the Rev. 
Rick Sides, whose unfailing devotion to the Lay Seminary program 
provided a solid foundation for future innovation.

You’ve asked us for more events that deepen our understanding of the 
spiritual, cultural, and historical perspectives of the Moravian Church 
and Christianity as a whole. You’ve also asked for ideas regarding  

practical aspects of congregational and faith life. For 2013, we unveil an 
expanded version of Lay Seminary: The Comenius Learning Series. 

With this new name, we recognize the profound influence of John Amos 
Comenius, a Czech philosopher and educator considered the father of modern 
education, who also happened to be a Moravian bishop. He wrote that education 
must “illumine the intellect, direct the will, and stimulate the conscience. . . it is 
impossible to separate those three ornaments of the soul -- erudition, virtue, and 
piety.” With this series, we honor his life, legacy, and understanding that we are to 
“make the whole of life a school.”

We hope these educational opportunities will help inform the choices by which 
we live and act.  
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Faith, Food, and Climate Change
Environmental Stewardship Task Force Chair Greg Keener 
recently interviewed Mallory McDuff, keynote speaker for 
the 2013 Environmental Stewardship Conference.

What drew you to study the intersection of 
faith and environmental concerns? 
I grew up in Alabama in a family that integrated 
faith and the environment, although my parents 
never called themselves “environmentalists.” One 
year, we gave up trash for Lent, and I remember 
my Dad calling the trash pick-up company and 
cancelling the service for 40 days (and that was 
before recycling!). This legacy drew to me this  
research, which has strengthened my own connections between my vocation, 
teaching environmental education, and my faith. 

You have profiled many faith groups and their efforts to care for 
creation. Is there a common thread you have seen in these groups? 
There are many common themes, but the strongest one to me has been the 
power of hope and connection to a moral mandate. I have worked in the 
environmental field for over two decades, beginning with my work as a Peace 
Corps volunteer with World Wildlife Fund in the Central African Republic. The 
religious environmental movement has the power to galvanize people through 
hope, made possible through a shared moral mandate to care for God’s good 
earth. When the faith community partners with environmental groups, we can 
become stronger as a political and moral force. 
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Please mark your calendars for these Comenius Learning Series events in 2013: 
 

Can you give us a preview of your keynote and 
workshop at this year’s MESC(Moravian 
Environmental Stewardship Conference)? 
In my keynote, I’m going to focus on the transformation that 
I’ve seen in congregations that have engaged as a community in 
caring for creation and addressing climate change. I’ll also reflect 
on the changes I’ve experienced - as a mother, teacher, and 
person of faith - as a result of this research. The title of the 
keynote is: Be Ye Transformed: Encountering Conversion by 
Caring for Creation. The most significant change we want to see is 
conservation of God’s earth, but that often comes with changes 
to human communities as well. 

During the talk, I’ll share concrete examples from faith-based 
organizations and congregations from both of my books, 
Natural Saints and Sacred Acts. For my book Natural Saints, I 
traveled across the country with my two daughters to 
document stories of congregations integrating the environment 
into their ministries. My second book, Sacred Acts is an 
anthology that highlights four strategies for addressing climate 
change: Stewardship, Spirituality, Advocacy, and Justice. 

My workshop will focus on telling the story of creation care in 
the media through writing opinion pieces. The title of the 
workshop is: “From the Huffington Post to Facebook: How to 
write an op-ed to save God’s Earth.” As people of faith, we must 
become adept at telling our story - the positive story of 
congregations and creation - for a public audience. Participants 
to this workshop will leave with a toolkit for how to write an 
op-ed and an outline of an op-ed. We’ll also share strategies for 
publishing op-eds, such as connecting with local papers, 
writing for blogs like the Huffington Post, and spreading your 
op-ed through social media like Facebook. 

Go to the BCM website at www.moravianbcm.org to register for the 4th 
Annual Environmental Stewardship Conference, to be held March 1st 
and 2nd at Fries Moravian Church, Winston-Salem
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Leadership Focus: Tools & Wisdom for Life & Faith
Saturday, February 23, 2013 | 9:00am-3:30pm 
Home Moravian Church

ShareFest: These Our Greater Gifts
Saturday, May 18, 2013 | 10:00am - 12:00pm 
Advent Moravian Church

CLS Summer Conference:  
Comenius for a Complicated World
July 5-7, 2013 | Featuring the Rev. Dr. Craig Atwood & 
Dr. Diane Lipsett | Laurel Ridge Conference Center

From Fear to Hope: Where is God Calling Us?
November 1-2, 2013 | Featuring John Roberto & the  
Rev. Dr. Riddick Weber | Location TBD

Watch for details and registration information of these 
events in the coming weeks!

The Board of Cooperative Ministries is committed to 
enriching the growth of lifelong learners, both clergy and 
laity. It is our hope that The Comenius Learning Series 
will further support and strengthen the faith of our 
members by providing faith formation, Biblical study, and 
religious education that makes a difference in the life of 
individual members. We ask you to join us, stay engaged, 
keep us proactive and help us shape the future of the 
Moravian Church. 

“Now by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine…” 

– Ephesians 3:20
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About the Salisbury Road RCC
The Salisbury Road Regional Conference of Churches includes Friedberg, Peace 
(Charlotte), Little Church on the Lane (Charlotte), New Beginnings 
(Huntersville), and Palmetto Fellowship (Spartanburg, SC). A very active RCC, 
we began by sharing best practices in our congregations (such as Worship, 
Music, Education, Finances, Youth, etc.) during  an RCC Conference, where 
leaders met to share information, and make contacts for future help. Every 
congregation was well represented, and the conference helped in joining us 
together with common goals. 

In keeping with an emphasis of Ministry and Mission, the Salisbury Road RCC 
adopted Sierra Leone as our common focus. The RCC held a Mission Festival in 
celebration of the ministry, with Mohamed and Safiatu Braima as keynote 
speakers. Attendees enjoyed music, food, and shared information about the 
ministry. The price of admission? A bookbag filled with items needed for 
students enrolled in the junior high school in Sierra Leone. 90 filled book bags 
were collected, and shipped to the mission. What a glorious gathering! It proves 
that as we combine our efforts we can achieve much for Kingdom building! 

Currently, the Salisbury Road RCC is joining together in support of the Latino 
Ministries Conference (April 19-20, Charlotte area). Each congregation is 
signing up for host, housing, and transportation duties. Again, a cross-
congregation activity helps us in our strength, ministry involvement, and 
connectivity. 

Salisbury Road will soon be studying small groups – how to guide them, and 
what works and does not work in today’s churches. Small groups are a way 
congregants may  “sticky-up” with others, and strengthen our relationships with 
Christ as we join together in mission and growth, inviting others to join us in 
worship and work. This is in keeping with the 2013 provincial emphases of 
Growth and Relationship with Christ. We’ll keep you posted!

Our RCC Pulpit Rotation supports the Palmetto Fellowship. Pastors, assistant 
pastors, youth pastors, and seminary students travel to Spartanburg, guide 
Palmetto in worship, and provide a message. Recently, Pastor Jim Doss (Peace) 
and Joyce Vance (PEC / Peace) presented a forum there on Moravian doctrine 
and tradition. 

Salisbury Road RCC meets every 6-8 weeks, with an agenda disbursed prior to 
each meeting so that any input has been prepared ahead of the meeting. 
Discussion is encouraged from all members! We have connectivity, enthusiasm, 
and most importantly, we follow the directive provided by Jesus that we share 
the message of Salvation to all we meet and encourage. 

- Jeff Fulp, member of Little Church on the Lane.

Upcoming Events

March
March 1-2, Environmental Stewardship 

Conference, Fries Memorial Moravian Church

March 17, 3pm: Regional Youth Council 
Meeting, Bahnson Conference Room, BCM 
Offices

March 21, 7pm: Board of Cooperative Ministries 
Meeting; Bahnson Conference Room, BCM

April
April 19-21, Latino Ministries Conference, New 

Beginnings & Peace Moravian Churches,  
Charlotte, NC

April 21, 3pm, Regional Youth Council Meeting, 
Bahnson Conference Room, BCM Offices

April 25, 1:00pm, Provincial Senior Friends 
Advisory Council, Ardmore Moravian Church

April 29-May 1, Senior Friends Retreat, Laurel 
Ridge Camp & Conference Center

May
May 16, 7pm, Board of Cooperative Ministries 

Meeting; Bahnson Conference Room, BCM 

May 18, 10am - 12pm, ShareFest: Our Greater 
Gifts, part of Comenius Learning Series, Advent 
Moravian Church

May 19, 3pm, Regional Youth Council Meeting, 
Bahnson Conference Room, BCM Offices

Summer
June 30-July 6, High School Convo, Greensboro 

College, youthconvo2013.org

July 5-7, Comenius for a Complicated World, part of 
Comenius Learning Series, Laurel Ridge Camp 
& Conference Center. 

July 25, 1:00pm, Provincial Senior Friends 
Advisory Council, Ardmore Moravian Church

August 17, 6pm, Regional Youth Council 
Kick-off Picnic

August 23-24, BCM Planning Retreat, Laurel 
Ridge Camp & Conference Center

 
Visit  www.moravianbcm.org  
 for a complete list of events. 
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Join us For The 4th Annual 
Latino Ministries 
Conference, April 19-21
The Salisbury Road Regional Conference of Churches is delighted to 
host the Moravian Latino Ministries Conference in the Charlotte area 
this year. Our host churches: New Beginnings and Peace, who are 
fully supported by Friedberg, Little Church on the Lane, and the 
Palmetto Fellowship, We hope this gathering of brothers and sisters 
will encourage and affirm our mission to reach out to those of many 
varied cultures in love and friendship. 

This year’s Latino Ministries Conference will begin Friday evening, 
April 19, 2013 at New Beginnings Moravian (201 Seagle Street, 
Huntersville NC 28078) and continue all day Saturday, April 20 at 
Peace Moravian (4418 Rea Road, Charlotte NC 28226). For those 

able to remain for Sunday morning, we will worship 
together with the Peace Moravian Congregation. The cost 
of the event is $35 per person, which includes the 
program and meals Friday night through Saturday 
evening.

Keynote speakers are Phil and Dr. Eunice Raiford, who are 
missionaries in church planting and medical missions in 
Oaxaca, Mexico. Additional program personnel for the 
conference are: Rev. Russell May, Co-Founder of Anthony’s 

Plot Intentional Community in Winston-Salem, NC; Joyce Brooks, 
Director of the Solomon House in Huntersville; and the Friedberg 
Youth Mission Team, who participated in a BWM outreach to Peru 
during the summer of 2012.

To assist you in coming to the conference, a limited number of seats 
are available on vans travelling from key areas of the Southern 
Province (Florida, Atlanta, Winston-Salem, etc). Housing will be 
provided in homes of local church members or in a Charlotte area 
hotel. If you have any questions, please email or call me.

Tripp May, Conference Chair 
trippmay@triad.rr.com (336-971-4725)

Check out highlights from last year’s Latino Ministries Conference on 
Youtube: http://youtu.be/-IS-EsHlG2c. Visit www.moravianbcm.
org for more information and to register.
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Member Spotlight:  
Jerry Smith
Jerry, a member of Olivet Moravian Church, represents the North 
Branch RCC on the BCM. He serves on the Leadership Development 

& Support Ministry Team and was recently appointed a BCM 
representative to the Provincial Support Services Board. 

How long have you been a Moravian? Thirty years.  
I was raised as a Baptist, as was my wife. We have also been 

Presbyterian. Obviously, the Moravian faith and tradition  
agreed with us.

What do you enjoy most about being a Moravian (besides the food)? 
The idea that one adheres to a few basic beliefs (the essentials) and has the 
freedom to find one’s personal relationship with God.

What’s one of your favorite memories with the BCM? While not 
necessarily a favorite memory, certainly the most memorable moment was the 
presentation of my pastor, Rev. Doug Rights, as a candidate for call to the BCM.

What drives you to continue to stay active with the Moravian Church 
on a provincial level? A strong feeling that the local laity really needs to be 
involved outside their local congregation to the benefit of the individual, the 
local congregation, and the larger church. When one is called he or she should 
respond if possible. I really enjoy the people I meet too.

What do you do with your time besides devote your talents to the 
church? I have been active in an exercise program at WFU since heart surgery 
25 years ago. I play on a volleyball team of heart patients. We have competed in 
2 International Heart & Lung Games in Chicago & Decatur, GA. We also 
compete annually with the volleyball team from GA. I sang in the North State 
Chorale, a men’s chorus, for many years. I also play tuba in the church and 
funeral bands, which sometimes keeps me well occupied.

Tell us a little about your family. My wife, Jan, and I have been married for 
47 years. We have  two children, a daughter who lives in Lewisville with her 
family; a son and his family who live in Cape Coral, FL. Our daughter has our 
two grandsons, ages 4 & 6. Our son has our two granddaughters, 13 & 16.

Are there any upcoming events that you are excited about? The 
Leadership Focus event this month promises to be a really interesting 
opportunity and a great event. I encourage as many people as possible to 
attend.

Young 
Moravians!

If you’re in grades 9-12,  
don’t miss...

Convo 2013 
June 30 - July 6
www.youthconvo2013.org

Stay 
Informed!

Want to receive our email 
newsletters? 

Send an email with 
SUBSCRIBE in the subject line 

to agardin@mcsp.org.
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Staff Spotlight:  
Beth Hayes
Hello, I’m Beth Hayes and I am the director of  
Congregational Ministries and Resources for the Board  
of Cooperative Ministries.

My job is to oversee the work of the Resource Center, which 
includes a resource library and curriculum sales for leaders and 
teachers from the Moravian Church as well as members of the 
nearby Salem Presbytery. I serve as a resource person to 
Regional Conferences of Churches, particularly in the area of 
children and family life ministries. I have worked for the 
Moravian Church for 27 years now.

I am especially passionate about lifelong education, church 
educators, and ecumenical partnerships. Since my early college 
years, I have heard a calling to church work, specifically to 
educational ministry areas. As I write this, I am attending the 
Association of Presbyterian Church Educators annual event 
with over 900 friends and colleagues. Connecting with other 
educators gives us the chance to share and pass on resources to 
a great variety of people. 

I also love the ecumenical sharing in this job, as being with 
people from other denominations truly enriches me and allows 
me to pass energy to others. People who know me know that I 
am an advocate for educational ministry and the work that 
educators do for churches. I know my passion to equip and 
resource church leaders, whether it be pastors, educators, or 
laypeople, is what drives me.

Cuurently, I’m working in partnership with an extremely strong 
and gifted “Friends of the Resource Center” group to give the 
Resource Center a face lift. We will soon unveil a new online 
catalogue that will give Moravians the ability to find resources 
wherever they are! Watch our website for links and some “Book 
Times” with children in the Resource Center. During this 
transitional time, please be patient and keep sharing ideas with 
me of things you would like to see done. 

Call on me whenever you need help! I am here and willing to 
help you -- in the Center, at your RCC meetings, or in your 
church. I love to be asked to do meetings and workshops for 
teachers, lay leaders, and Christian Education volunteers. 

I also have a fun life outside of the office. Anyone who knows 
me knows that I am involved in Tarheel sports, especially 
basketball, which I can get a bit obsessed with during this time 
of year. I like to be creative in cross-stitching and scrapbooking. 
I even do a little pleasure reading on my Kindle when I find 
time. I love to be outside with my sister in the fall and spring.
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•	 Teaching	Resources	

•	 Church	Curriculum

•	 Biblical	Studies

•	 Spiritual	Formation

•	 Books,	DVDs

•	 Group	Studies

•	 Congregational	Life

•	 Worship	Resources

Visit Us Today!
500 S. Church Street

Winston-Salem, NC 27101
 

336-722-8126 | bhayes@mcsp.org
Hours: 9:00am to 5:00pm M-F

Evenings and Weekends by Appointment



About the South Branch RCC 
The South Branch Regional Conference of Churches consists of the Advent, 
Community Fellowship, Hope, Hopewell, and Konnoak Hills congregations. 
The congregations are geographically close, with no more than thirteen miles 
separating us. Close proximity allows us to more easily celebrate fellowship and 
service events together, which in turn aids our closeness in affection. The 
congregations vary in size, providing a rich variety of resources and perspectives 
from which to learn and to serve. 

I recall an early meeting of our  delegates in which there was a general reluctance 
to expend a lot of time and energy on the RCC. We agreed we did not want to 
meet too often. Looking back fondly across these two and one-half years, we 
have moved to a place of looking forward to meeting together in fellowship, 
sharing, learning, and service. 

We have celebrated the relationship between our congregations with shared 
meals that also benefit organizations (Sunnyside Ministry and Greater Things 
Outreach Center). We have square danced together. We’ve put together gifts 
bags for the men of Samaritan Inn and have sent overnight teams to serve them. 
We teamed up with Anthony’s Plot to winterize homes in the Sunnyside area. 

We have tried to do some things that we could not quite pull off. Rather than be 
deterred by these moments, we have decided to adapt our approaches and 
attempt different things as we learn more about our gifts and capacities as a 
Regional Conference. We journey forward together in faith, hope, and love.

- The Rev. Walter Bishop, pastor at Hopewell Moravian Church.
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